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, i wish that some fuller definition had been added 

ion i* L 

of what is meant by Knowledge . as used by Miss Mason 
throughout the pamphlet,- the more as. for“the man in the 
street 1 .' it usually means information: and thou.* in Section W 
n is expressly pointed out that •'information is not education, 
anyone who had read so far under the impression that Know- 
ledge meant information, would have got an entirely wrong im- 
pression of the writer - s meaning . I could wish , ^therefore , 
that at the outset it had been clearly stated thatknowiedge 


i; meant something very different from information. 

in faction 4 it is said that "the getting of Knowledge, and <• 

getting of delight in it are the ends of a child- s 
education." This partly does what 1 meanly including in 
Knowledge the element of delight in it. But even that is 
hardly large enough. We do not Know anything until we have 
made it completely our own, and can use it. Real Knowledge 
implies power, and the definition of it should therefore in- 
clude hoth pleasure in Its attainment and pleasure in its use 
It is, of course, in the sense of info mat ion that, as Miss 
Mason says in Section 4 , educational theorists s .te.^tic 
ally depreciate Knowledge,- and rightly- Bui, if ® once ad 
::;it that there can be no real nowledge without use and with- 


out delight, then all that she say a holds good. But in tiu.t 
case, the statement in feet ion 1, that the principle which 
Keeps our great Public fchools perennially alive is ttu;t they 



upon books T corner as a *hock to those who are accustomed 
to see in this precisfely their weak point, for the reason 
that the Knowledge aimed at In the Public School by the use 
of books is too often mere Information, with little use made 
or it, and less delight in it. It la true that the test 
Public school boy is a fine product;- he has had the capacity 
to get something in the end out of the boohs he has used, and 
as they axe amongst tne finest boohs in the world, he could 
hardly fail to get something good from them. But it has been 
in spite of, and not because of, the hideous waste of energy 
in his earlier training; and at best, he has less power, and 
a narrower outlook, than would have been the case not only if 
he ..ad been trained by other means than books alone, but 
if the boohs them Wives had been rightly ised in the earlier 
starts, of course I Know that with all this Miss Mason is 
really in agreement * But I think the wording of the iirst 
Section is unfortunate, as it might easily convey an entirely 
opposite impression. The real remedy is the one site suggest^, 
that, as preparation even for the proper use of books at the 
Public School, there is need of a wide curriculum, including 
both things and books t (and „ - as I should say,- things even 
mere than books), up to the age of 14 , as she says ( or of IS 
as I would rather say, ) when a narrower and more concentrated 
course of study may wen begin. I r fact, I think that the 
whole subject would be made clearer if one began by Insisting 
on the need of two stages of School training:- one, the wide 
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general course up to about fifteen; and. after this age a more 
specialised course, in which the requirements of the later 
career ought to be considered. for example, all that she 
says in Section 16 is perfectly true, if we are thinking only 
of the earlier stage ; but by no means true of the later. And 
though she has throughout confined her attention to the ear- 
lier stage, it would be well, I think, to make the point clear 

jL*. HU^tr 

at the outset, or a. careless reader might suppose that^there 




was to be no place in education for the requirements of the 
ft*** wv, (rr c calling in life, and so dismiss it all as unpractical. 

Kit is most necessary to protest, as she does in 
Section 6. against early specialisation, and selecting some sub- 

^ W~ 

jects to the exclusion of others, instead of^lett ing a ouv’s 

A Sa d(‘SCtnr<^y3 ^ ^ 

interests have free play, and thon later foil ^^ the lines o 

j jL 

natural aptitude/* 
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In reading rentier* 17, I an inclined to stand up 
for oral teaching, and to plead that It has its use. In many 
oases, I am sure that a child Is unable to get much real good 
out of a booh, unless he comes to It with some interest in it 
contents already in his mind , and some Knowledge too, to 
which to attach what the booh telle him. A previous oral 
lesson gives an opportunity for awaking such Interest, and 
arousing the child's own questions on the subject, to which 
ar.wer^ will afterwards be fbu d in the booh. Again, I do 
not doubt that Hiss if- son is agreed with this, but her state’ 
ment , as it stands, seems to me too sweep in, , and likely 
rather to purrie the teacher. 

Section 14, on the use of books, seems to me in 
every way admirable , and I hope that it may come into the 
hands of very many teachers, as it shows how real books may 
>0 turned to most account. There is, however, T think, a 
need to point out a danger in the use of books, upon which 
hiss hason has not touched, and of which, indead, she hardly 
see :s to me sufficiently conscious. I mean the danger of 
using books to supply information at second hand in a case 
where, if our object is real Knowledge, it ought to come by 
actual observation and experience. This seems to me to be 
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exen; llfied in some specimens quoted in the Appendix:- as, 
for instance, in the account of bees, derived from "The ^airy 
Land of Science , " Surely this would have been ten times as 
valuable if it represented what the child had actually noticed* 
And so with other examples given on page ^ 0 t which seem to me 
I must confess, to show the wrong use of books. 

^ln the sarae way, at the end of Feet ion 17 i should 
like to protest against the statement that "the young shall 
learn* what life is from the living books of those who know? 
ve can only learn what life is by living it; and no course of 
books can supply the place, for a child, of a life with much 
freedom and much activity. And this is why i say that in 
this earlier ^tagre acquaintance with things is even more ne- 
cessary acquaintance with books - Books can arouse, bet- 
ter, perhaps, than anything else, intellectual interests, and 
era necessary to give food for those finer feelings which are 
in part intellectual . But for the development of true mental 
power f as wen as manual skin and practical interests, the 
training of contact with things is absolutely necessary; and 
m ovreiiinr on the use and the need of books, one must not 
allow it to be supposed that too much is claimed for them. 

Tnene other needs are all allowed for in the sum- 
*nary given in the second Appendix; but even there I cannot 
weip thinking that a little too much is expected in the way 
book-work, v OU r experience must be very different from 
gui*' if you find that more than one modern language can be 




learnt with advantage, as well as Latin, at this stage, 

I hope the above notes do not seem hypercritical, 
but it is ju^t because I am 550 heartily in sympathy ^ith &l~ 
nost all that Else Mason urges, and because I Teel that it 
needs to be brought strongly home to all parents and te chers , 
that I would wish it to be free from any appearance of one™ 
e^tedneps, and from any possibility of misunderstanding. 
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